


TAKING OUR CITY: Led To Lead
The other day I took some time to just reflect on the past year. It seems that 2017 would look 
similar to many other years.  Simply put, it had it’s highs and lows for all of us.  The world still 
seems to be spinning out of control and heading in the wrong direction in so many ways.  A lot 
of this is totally out of my control and can get overwhelming, so I have learned to encourage 
myself by looking at the only thing that is constant and firm - I focus on God and begin to think 
about what He is doing. 

Spiritually, I feel that there was a shift this year as we focused on God’s promise of Overflow.  
He certainly did not fall short as we saw people get their lives back in line with God’s will for 
them.  We experienced some amazing miracles, from cancers healed all the way to the clinically 
dead coming back to life.  Individuals and families are stronger and positioned for the 
“Release” that was spoken of during the campaign.  My summarization of 2017 is that we had 
an incredible year with God working in our midst. 

I began praying and preparing for 2018 a few months ago, and it took some time at first before 
God began laying out His plans. When He did begin to speak, the words came so quick and 
clear…”Led to Lead.” I prayed for an explanation and this was His response: 
  
      “I have been preparing my church for a great revival and I know some have grown 

weary in hearing and waiting for it.  The process has taken time but it was necessary.  
I have led you to this place and as you poured yourself out me, I have have poured 
back in to you.  Now is the time for you to go and lead those who are ready to 
receive.  My Word says to lean not on your own understanding so I ask that you 
remove expectations of how this gathering will take place or even what it should 
look like. Leave that up to me.  I need you to be my messengers who  

 will deliver the gifts I have placed into you. Then you will see the demonstration of 
my pleasure as signs will follow according to my promises.” 

When I think about this, I can’t help but hear the echo of the Great Commission He laid out to 
the disciples in Mark 16:15-20.  He spent time leading and pouring into the disciples so that 
one day they could take His place to lead others. 

When people hear that they are called to lead something, typically there is a moment that is 
quickly filled by fear and hesitation.  That moment is then followed by excuses and severe 
underestimating of oneself.  We all go through the same thing from time to time, but God has 
been preparing us by speaking about faith, perception, and revelation of who He really is. 

How we perceive different situations, people, or life itself, can determine whether we run at or 
away from them.  Something may not have the ability to stop us, but if we perceive it as 
impossible, then our perception gives power to the problem that it never had. When Israel 



spied out the land, the problems with the giants and the walled cities were very real but not 
impossible until they perceived them that way.  The wrong view of them caused fear to grow in 
most of them which allowed something to become an obstacle that they felt they could not 
overcome.  I know our problems are no match for God, but when we perceive anything without 
including His presence and power, we set ourselves up for failure and actually insult God with 
our limited viewpoints. 

Problems, setbacks, and obstacles are only opportunities and stages for God to reveal Himself 
in a much greater way.  Nothing can catch Him unaware.  Before the problem, He had the 
answer hidden away, waiting for His timing to be revealed, just like the ram was waiting in the 
bushes for Abraham and Issac.   

This really comes down to a simple, yet self-revealing question: Do you trust God to tell the 
truth and to do what He has promised?  I told you it was simple, but I think this is something 
that we need to settle in our lives as we get ready to take on 2018.  I believe that burdens and 
passions are already set in motion, and the answers have already taken their places in the 
bushes, so to speak, for what He has promised for us and this world to experience. 

To say that I am excited for what is to come in 2018 would be an understatement.  A mountain 
of emotions rise up when I think about where we are heading: excitement, uncertainty, 
wonderment, questions of whether or not I am ready.  But again, I am reminded that He is in 
control, and if He is going to speak and direct us, then He is also going to make a way to see 
that everything He said He would do will happen.   

FAC family, this is it!  The call has been ordered. This is that for which we have been praying 
and waiting.  Now is the time to take action.  We have been LED TO LEAD our cities and our 
world for such a time as this! 

Together for His kingdom,  

Pastor Jonathan Gray 



LEADING THROUGH PRAYER & FASTING 

24-Hour Prayer Chain 
Our goal is to have someone praying each hour for the three weeks of TOC.  A 24-Hour Prayer 

Chain list will be located at the Welcome Center.  You can sign your name to a time slot that 

you will commit to during the campaign.  This specific time of prayer can be done at home or 

at the church during all-church prayer times.  We would even like to encourage everyone to 

continue on with this commitment throughout the year if you are able to. 

Serving the Community/Special Location Prayer 
Meetings  
1. Multi-Location Prayer Meeting/Walk (Vision 2025) 

- Saturday, January 13th, meet at FAC @ 10am - Prayer at Maumee and Perrysburg 

locations  

2. Serving the Community  

- Saturday, January 20th, meet at FAC @ 8:30am - Serving the Homeless Downtown 

3. Smith Park Campus Prayer Meeting 

- Saturday, January 27th @ 11am - Prayer at Frederick Douglass Center 

Sunday PM Focused Prayer Services 

There will be Sunday evening focused prayer at FAC throughout the campaign.  We will be 

gathering to pray and take communion on the first Sunday evening, January 7th.  On the 

remaining Sunday evenings, January 14 & 21, we will have prayer in the sanctuary from 6:30pm 

to 7:30pm. 

All Church Prayer Meetings  

1. Tuesday Prayer Meetings 
- Morning Prayer: 9am - 10am 

- Evening Prayer: 7pm - 8pm 



2. Saturday Evening Prayer Meetings 
- Evening Prayer: 7pm - 8pm 

Fasting 
This year, we are going to ask those who are able to join us in what has been referred to as a 
Jewish Fast, which is a water only fast from sunrise to sunset.  This type of fast was chosen 
mainly because it is our desire to have as many as possible involved in the fasting portion of 
this campaign.  We recognize that many in this congregation work taxing, labor-intensive jobs 
that make other types of fasting nearly impossible.  While any lengthy fast is not easy, this one 
is more accommodating and allows everyone to be a part.   

We will be fasting every day from sunrise to sunset beginning Monday, January 8th, until 
Thursday, January 25.  This will be followed by a three-day, water-only fast from Friday, January 
26 thru Sunday, January 28, breaking the fast on that Sunday afternoon. 

Fasting Schedule  
• January 8 - 25 = Jewish Fast (Daily, water-only fast from Sunrise to Sunset) 
• January 26 - 28 = Water-only (Fast to be broken on Sunday afternoon) 

Lead Through Fasting 
First of all, we understand that fasting is an important part of our spiritual growth and walk with 
the Lord.  Unlike fasting for medical or health reasons, it must be done with an attitude of 
seriousness and sincerity.  When we fast, we willingly deprive the body of nourishment and the 
pleasurable taste of food.  It is a physical application of crucifying the flesh, which, in turn, 
allows us to be more sensitive to the power of God’s Spirit.  The body requires food for 
strength; therefore, our hearts and minds must be totally focused and directed towards God so 
that He may be the full source of our strength during our period of fasting. 

We are fasting in order to build up God’s kingdom by searching and finding others to disciple.  
Isaiah 58:6-7 tells us the revelation Isaiah received about fasting. “Is not this the kind of fasting 
I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the 
oppressed free and break every yoke?  Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to 
provide the poor wandered with shelter — when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to 
turn away from your own flesh and blood?” 

Jesus received divine preparation for His earthly ministry while fasting and enduring 
temptation.  Moses waited on God forty days and received the divine revelation of God’s 
commandments.  We will fall short of everything that He has for us if we ignore the importance 
and necessity of fasting. Again, we want to encourage all of you to join with us as we lead by 
fasting! 



Leading in Discipleship and Evangelism 
This year we are putting “boots on the ground” during our prayer and fasting campaign as well 
as throughout the year.  Our focus has shifted the way we do discipleship and evangelism, and 
we are ready to stretch the borders and reach as far as God will permit.  We are more 
intentional about creating relationships then just getting people into a church service. We are 
bringing the church to them right where they are both physically and spiritually.  These 
relationships allow us to walk with people in this journey of transformation. They begin to 
change what they care about and how they view things by looking at them through a biblical 
worldview perspective.   

We will have times of offsite prayer gatherings during the campaign as well as throughout the 
year.  During these gatherings, we want to encourage you to be sensitive to the leading of the 
Spirit and look for opportunities to connect with people as God opens the door.  We believe, 
that over time, these relationships will grow and begin to draw in and involve others, thus 
creating the foundation for a new church establishment that will be full of disciple makers.  
While this is not a new way of spreading the gospel, we know that the combination of apostolic 
doctrine, demonstration, and discipleship is the way God intended for His church to grow and 
be added to.  It is finally time to lead as we have been led! 

From time to time, Pastor Dillingham has mentioned "Vision 2025". Simply stated, the mission 
is to have at least 20 churches established, wherever God desires, by the year 2025.  If you look 
at the map, you will see that there is such a large field of opportunities.  We ask that you begin 
praying over the areas on this map and allow God to plant a seed of passion in you to help 
lead these areas to an undeniable experience that God has planned for them. 

12/1/17, 2'30 PMGoogle Maps
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Day 1 - Transformed to Lead  

The early disciples began as people who needed to be led; through their time with Jesus, they 
were transformed into people who could lead others as He had led them. Walking with Jesus 
changed them. They became people of prayer, people with a testimony of God’s power and 
faithfulness, people who selflessly gave themselves to God’s call on their lives. Jesus transforms 
lives. Yours, mine, and through us, He reaches into the lives of others. Lead like Jesus today, 
walking in the way of His love, and become part of what He is doing in the lives of those 
around you. 

Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in the way of love, just as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. —
Ephesians 5:1-2 (NIV) 

Day 2 - Stopping Short is not an Option  

What responsibilities has God given you? Has He placed you in workplace or ministry settings? 
Has He given you marriage, parenting, or community roles? What assignment or task has He 
given you to complete? Jesus lived all of life—throughout the whole course of His life—for the 
glory of the Father. Where would we be if He had stopped short? Don’t stop short of living, 
leading, and loving like Jesus. Stay the course. 

Jesus knew that his mission was now finished, and to fulfill Scripture he said, “I am thirsty.”— 
John 19:28 NLT 

Day 3 - The Power of a Moment  

Never underestimate the power of a single moment, conversation, or encounter with Jesus. 
The gospels tell story after story of people’s lives being transformed by encountering Him. 
Sometimes it was a look or a word; other times it involved a simple touch. Sometimes Jesus 
initiated the encounter; other times people reached out to Him. Today, you will encounter 
people who are desperate to touch Jesus. Will they encounter Him through you? 

Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him 
and touched the edge of his cloak. She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be 
healed.” Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed 
you.” And the woman was healed at that moment. —Matthew 9:20-22 (NIV) 



Day 4 - A Change of Heart  

Lasting change is more than behavior modification. It finds its roots in a transformed heart. 
Scripture repeatedly emphasizes and examines the state of the heart. With our hearts we 
think, feel, choose, commit, respond, and persevere. Our hearts are the storehouses for our 
beliefs and character, and from our hearts come our words, actions, and habits. Leading like 
Jesus isn’t about behavior modification. Leading like Jesus flows from transformed hearts that 
fuel a life-long journey of serving Him, and stepping out to serve others in His name. 

And David shepherded them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them. —Psalm 
78:72 9 (NIV) 

Day 5 - Seize the Day  

What does your day hold today? Is it filled with tasks to accomplish, places to go, people to 
meet and interact with? Are you eager to begin a new project, or perhaps intent on finishing 
well? All of us have the same number of hours given to us each day. How we use them matters 
for eternity, today and every day. Scripture urges us to redeem the time, to make the best use 
of our days, hours, and minutes. How will you use the time given to You today? 

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to 
those who belong to the family of believers. —Galatians 6:9-10 (NIV) 

Day 6 - Right Where You Are 

Stop. Look around you. This is the place where God can use you. Are you in your home? God 
wants you to surrender yourself and your day to Him, and to freely serve the people in your 
family with love. Are you at work? God has placed you here as a witness to the difference He 
makes in people’s lives. Are you sitting in a public space? The whole world is the Lord’s, and 
His heart beats for every person you see. Jesus’ desire was to do the Father’s will and finish His 
work. What about you? 

“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. Don’t you 
have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the 
fields! They are ripe for harvest.”—John 4:34-35 (NIV)  



Day 7 - Our Personal Challenges 

What is your greatest challenge when it comes to being more like Jesus? Is it a difficult person, 
an impossible situation, a seemingly unsolvable dilemma? Perhaps we find ourselves dealing 
with an inability to overcome discouragement, a tendency to blame others, or other 
manifestations of fear and pride. Scripture urges us to die to self-interest and to live by the 
Spirit, experiencing God’s presence and power at work in and through our lives. 

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to 
his cross and crucified them there. Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s 
leading in every part of our lives. —Galatians 5:24-25 NLT 

Day 8 - What Are You Waiting For  

What are you waiting for? Waiting is a fact of life, as we all know. We wait on God, we wait on 
others, we wait on opportunities to open up, for circumstances and situations to come to pass. 
If we wait like Jesus, we do not wait passively. Paul and Silas understood this. Bound in chains, 
waiting for what the morning would bring, they prayed and sang hymns of praise. Their 
witness, even in the midst of suffering and waiting for the unknown, exalted God and brought 
others to faith. Exalt God in your times of waiting, so that He can accomplish His purposes in 
your life and in the lives of others. 

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 
prisoners were listening to them.—Acts 16:25 (NIV) 

Day 9 - Heavenly Influencers  

Who will you encounter today? Will your sphere of influence consist of family and friends, or 
perhaps brothers and sisters in Christ? Will you interact with the wider community in which you 
live, co-workers, community members, even strangers? We never know exactly whose paths we 
will cross, nor the difference our words and actions may make in someone else’s life. Let God 
use you, wherever He places you today, to reflect the love and life of Jesus. 

Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and 
humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with 
blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. —1 Peter 3:8-9 
(NIV) 



Day 10 - Not Me  

Moses was clear about at least two things at the burning bush. The living God, in all His 
holiness, was speaking to him, and he felt wholly inadequate for the task. His past failure had 
him convinced that God could not use him. Jeremiah had a similar experience. For him, the call 
came when he was a young man, inexperienced and unprepared. Others, like Elijah and Jonah, 
were also reluctant leaders, but God used them to accomplish His purposes in their time and 
place. As we obediently, even reluctantly, yield to His call and depend on His power, God does 
more than we think possible. 

But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.” –Exodus 4:13 (NIV) 

Day 11 - Don’t Worry About It  

What has worry ever done for us? As those who lead like Jesus, we have to acknowledge that 
Jesus didn’t worry. He was concerned about completing what was set before Him to do, but 
worry didn’t hold Him back. Jesus’ example in dealing with potential worries is clear: Take your 
concerns to the Father in prayer. Are you concerned for family and friends? Pray. Are you 
burdened with heavy responsibilities? Pray. Don’t know what to do? Pray. Trust the Father to 
provide what you need. 

Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. See if there is 
any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.—Psalm 139:23, 24 (NIV) 

Day 12 - We Are Not Alone  

At times we can easily fall into the trap of thinking that everything depends on us. We isolate 
ourselves—from God and those around us—taking a “lone wolf” approach to life. This stands 
in distinct contrast to a biblical model of living and leading. God honors those who 
acknowledge their dependence on Him, and who seek and accept wise counsel as they 
approach challenges. Wisdom is shown in acknowledging our need of God’s help, and in 
seeking His direction and intervention, instead of edging Him out of situations. This is the kind 
of life that exalts God only. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. –Psalm 124:8 (NIV) 



Day 13 - Do Life With Purpose  

Being busy is often part of making things happen. But do constantly frenzied and full calendars 
necessarily mean that anything of value is being accomplished? Knowing the importance of His 
mission, Jesus lived purposefully rather than hurriedly. He moved from one God-ordained 
encounter to the next, and taught others to do the same. What can you do to make sure that 
hurry and busy-ness are not edging God out of your life and opportunities to lead? 

But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and 
asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to 
help me!” —Luke 10:40 (NIV) 

Day 14 - Heavenly Perspective  

Some people are prone to dwell in the past, reflecting on and rehashing the successes and 
failures of earlier days. Some are forever dreaming of the future, reflecting on and rehearsing 
how it will be someday soon. To lead like Jesus involves learning from the past as God draws 
us into the future. Lessons from the past can enhance our vision, goals, strategies, and tactics. 
Seek God’s perspective on the past, present, and future, so that you can lead like Jesus today. 
Where do you need to respond to Jesus in faith by leading as He would today? 

“Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own.”—Matthew 6:34 (NIV) 

Day 15 - Real People, Real Problems 

Jesus came into the real world, a world filled with real people who have real problems. Some 
days we are the ones calling others to live up to the high calling we have in Jesus, and some 
days we are the ones who need to hear and respond to Jesus’ call. Even as we extend grace 
and encouragement to others, we need it for ourselves. Don’t neglect the habit of allowing 
God to encourage and strengthen you through Scripture and heartfelt prayer. As we receive 
God’s hope and encouragement, we will be able to pass it on to others. 

During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries 
and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission.—Hebrews 5:7 (NIV) 



Day 16 - A New Day 

Each day is a new day to be lived. We may or may not know what to expect as we rise to begin 
it. Whether our schedule is predictable or the challenges we face are overwhelming, our choice 
remains the same: How will we choose to respond, in faith or in fear? Where will our confidence 
be? Who will see us through? Will we draw closer to God, or will we shrink back and go our 
own way? May our lives exalt God today and point others to the One who loves them. 

But each day the Lord pours his unfailing love upon me, and through each night I sing his 
songs, praying to God who gives me life.—Psalm 42:8 NLT 

Day 17 - Without Hesitation  

There may be times when we find ourselves hesitating to move forward with what God has 
given us to do. Regardless of our commitment to follow His leading, we struggle to find a path 
forward. What blocks our way—fear, pride, internal pressures, or external circumstances? What 
concerns us—the cost required, how others will respond, the likelihood of success, or 
uncertainty about how to proceed? How does God factor into our thinking? Seeking Him is 
always a good start. 

I love those who love me, and those who seek me find me.—Proverbs 8:17 (NIV) 

Day 18 - When Strengths Go Bad 

Responsibility, loyalty, a desire to make a positive difference, deep compassion and 
commitment - all of these are admirable qualities. But when these desires and qualities are 
divorced from trust in God, they eventually become self-serving. Edging God out, we become 
controlling, frustrated, disengaged, impatient, and self-protective. Where do you need to 
guard your strengths by exalting God as the object of your worship, the source of your security, 
self-worth and wisdom, and your audience and judge? 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for 
everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head 
over all.—1 Chronicles 29:11 (NIV) 



Day 19 - His Plans  

What difference would it make for you to focus on having only one agenda, God’s agenda, 
today? What if you set down your plans at His feet, and asked Him for His perspective on living 
this day? Would anything change? How might that impact the things you do and the way you 
treat people? Fight the tendency to insist on your own agenda today. Spend time in solitude, 
letting God replace your agenda with His. 

He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted 
in the earth.”—Psalm 46:10 (NIV) 

Day 20 - He Understands 

God knows us intimately; He knows where we are on this transformational journey, and He 
knows where we need to be more like Him. As our Creator, He knows how we are formed; as 
our Father, He loves us and works on our behalf. Trust Him to deal with you compassionately 
and according to how He made you; and set your eyes on the goal of being more like Him 
each day. 

The Lord looks down from heaven and sees the whole human race. From his throne he 
observes all who live on the earth. He made their hearts, so he understands everything they do.
—Psalm 33:13-15 NLT 

Day 21 - Are You Following His Direction  

Jesus always has a reason for the things He says. He sent His disciples to Galilee after His 
resurrection so that He could meet with them. What if they hadn’t gone? What if they hadn’t 
paid attention to what He said? They would have missed out on time with Him and on hearing 
His life-changing commission directly from Him. What about you? What has Jesus told you to 
do? Where has He sent you? 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. –
Matthew 28:16 (NIV)


